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********** 
 
2007 Introduction to this Facsimile edition 
 
 Published in 1991, this monograph was written during 1989-90, while there was still almost no 
interchange of information between the two sides of what had been the “Iron Curtain”. Thus, from the point of 
view of simple history, The Contax S Camera Family  is extremely deficient by today’s family. 
 
 On the other hand, though, it still seems to me to give the most detailed treatment of the cameras it 
includes that has so far appeared, both as to feature-differentiation and as to internal construction. This fact 
makes reissuance, at least in electronic form, an entirely worthwhile project. I must also confess, perhaps to my 
shame, that for many years I had an absolutely unreasonable yearning for this family of cameras: unreasonable 
because they seldom worked very well when they worked at all. But esthetically the Contax S and its descendants 
have an attraction all their own. 
 
 Toward the end of the book I added a chapter about using the Contax S and its siblings. Don’t! If by 
some strange miracle you should stumble today or tomorrow across one that still seems to work, the odds are 
that it won’t work very long or work very well at the end of all the years since it was assembled. Admire the 
beauty of its lines and curves, treasure it because it introduced the “Pentax Mount” for its lenses, give it a place 
of honor in your collection, but try not even to test whether or not the shutter winds and is activated by the 
release button. 
 
 It deserves that place of honor, having been the first pentaprism-based 35mm single reflex camera to 
have reached the broader marketplace. First available in Europe at the turn of 1948-49, it was also imported, 
initially by independent camera shops, into the United States by 1950. 
 
 The value of the Contax S, then, is both historic and esthetic. If you already own an example, treasure it! 
 
 
       Peter 
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